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MHC - A Brief History
The Melbourne Hebrew Congregation traces its
history back to almost the beginning of British
settlement in Melbourne. Established in 1841,
it is Victoria's oldest congregation and one
of the oldest continuously operating orthodox
congregations in the English-speaking world.

Often referred to as the Mother Congregation
of Victorian Jewry, its members have always
been proud Australians who have positively

contributed to the community.

The original synagogue building was situated
in Bourke St, Melbourne. In 1930 General Sir
John Monash opened the current synagogue

designed by noted Australian architect, Nahum
Barnet. It has been described as the Cathedral
Synagogue of Melbourne, and with its classical
architecture, has become an iconic landmark.
The auditorium seats over 1,300
people. The dome and clerestory features
twelve magnificent lead glass windows,
depicting the Twelve Tribes of Israel.
Many distinguished leaders have attended
services here over the years including members
of the Knesset, distinguished philosophers, two
Presidents of the State of Israel and numerous
Australian Governors General.
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From the Editor’s Desk

Welcome to the 201 | Rosh
Hashanah issue of Destiny.
Shanah Tovah! It is pleasing

to report that since our Pesach
edition, the Shule has witnessed
a range of varied activities and
functions which we highlight in
words and pictures throughout
these pages.

Rabbi and Rebbitsen Jacks
have introduced several interesting
events that clearly signal that
we are mindful of the younger
demographic of our membership.
The popular ‘Mummy & Me’
program that was recently
launched is a case in point.

Our intent in appointing Rabbi
Jacks was to herald a generational
change and together with Rabbi
Rubinfeld and Ronny Kowadlo this
edition of DESTINY highlights
their interaction with members of
the Congregation as well as the
wider community.

Chief Rabbi’s

Once again the magazine
features articles from our regular
contributors here and abroad
and [ again thank them for their
continued and ongoing support.

In this issue we have a strong
focus pertaining to the High Holy
Day period with numerous articles
across a range of subjects that the
editorial committee believes are
quality reading.

As in previous years we have
incorporated the annual report of
the congregation into the magazine
and this covers in more detail what
[ as Chairman and your Executive
believe to have been another
successful year for the Melbourne
Hebrew Congregation and all its
members.

By the time this issue has been
circulated to members we will have
already held our annual general
meeting.

Message

I thank those of
you who attended
and especially those members who
continue to contribute to the very
fabric of the services and activities
of the Congregation.

Karen and our family together
with the Life Governors &
Executive Committee, join me in
taking this opportunity to wish
all our congregants, contributors
and sponsors, a happy, healthy and
prosperous New Year. [ again echo
the prayers, hopes & aspirations of
our people, that the coming year
may bring peace and happiness to
Eretz Yisrael & to Klal Yisrael.

David Lissauer,
Chairman & Editor P

“Penitence, prayer and charity
avert the evil decree”

We say those words at one of
the climaxes of our worship
on Rosh Hashanah and Yom
Kippur. For centuries our
ancestors said those words,
knowing what each of them
means.

Penitence defines our
relationship with ourselves.
Prayer is part of our relationship
with G-d. Charity is about our
relationship with other people.
We still know what it is to be
penitent. We fall short, make
mistakes, and seek forgiveness.
And we know what it is to be
charitable. We remain a generous
community, giving out of all
proportion to our numbers.

But for many, prayer has
become difficult. They find it
hard to connect to the synagogue
service or to the prayers
themselves. Too few people
nowadays find prayer meaningful,
especially on the High Holy Days
when the prayers are long and
complicated.

That is why, together with a
wonderful team, I've undertaken
a new project that [ hope will
make a difference. We've created
a new Rosh Hashanah machzor.
Of course, in Judaism, the word
“new” is relative. The Hebrew
stays the same. But everything else
is different: the translation, the
introduction, the commentary, and
the actual physical appearance of
the machzor.

We think this is a first in
Anglo-Jewish history. The siddur —
familiarly known as “the Singer’s”
— has always been produced by
Chief Rabbis, but not the machzor,
“the Routledge”. We felt the
time had come for this to change.
Prayer has to speak to us if it is to
speak to G-d. We have to be able
to understand it if we are to put
into it our heart and soul.

In the translation, we've tried
to bring out the poetry and power
of the prayers. In the introduction,
we explain the meaning and
history of Rosh Hashanah. In the
commentary, we’ve provided not
just explanation but also reflection
on what these holy days mean for
our lives. Eventually we hope to
bring out machzorim for the other
festivals as well.

Prayer matters. It’s our
conversation with G-d. Imagine
having a relationship with your
spouse, your child or your parent,
in which you never speak to them.
It can’t be done. A relationship
without words is almost a
contradiction in terms. So it is
with G-d.

When we converse with G-d
— when we pray — we enter into a
relationship with the Force that
moves the universe, the Voice that
spoke to our ancestors, the Power
that shaped our history as a people,
the Presence that still listens to
our hopes and fears, giving us the
courage to aspire and the strength
to carry on.

Prayer makes a difference.

[t’s our way of giving thanks
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Visit by the Chief Rabbi
Lord Sacks
We are pleased to report that
the Chief Rabbi Lord Jonathan
Sacks together with Lady Elaine
Sacks will join the Congregation
for mincha & Kabbalat Shabbat
on Friday 27th January 2012
during which time he will
address the Congregation.

A special Kiddush will follow
the service.VVe encourage both
Congregants and members of
the community to attend.

)

for the good in our lives and of
enlisting G-d’s help as we wrestle
with the bad. It’s our regular
reminder of the world beyond the
self, of the ideals and aspirations
of our people. When we pray

we speak with the words of our
ancestors, joining the great choral
symphony of the Jewish people
throughout the ages and the
continents. True prayer, said from
the heart, has the undiminished
power to make us feel that
“Though I walk through the
valley of the shadow of death

I will fear no ewil for You are
with me.”

May we, this year, pray from
the heart. May our prayers be
answered, and may it be for
you, your families, and the
Jewish people, a good and sweet
New Year. Bebirkat ketivah
vechatimah tovah,

Chief Rabbi

Lord Jonathan Sacks = —
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From the Rabbi’s Desk

When Julia Gillard was on
her campaign trail running for
Prime Minister she said that
“We must move forward”
When Barak Obama was

on his campaign trail he also
had words promoting himself
hoping to win the presidency,
he said “ We have to make
changes”.

Well, a year has passed since
Julia became the Prime Minister
and how much forward has
Australia moved.

Opinion polls indicate the
average Australian is not happy
with the current government and
one has to question whether in
the not too distant future Julia also
might be “moving forward”.

Now, Obama wanted to make
changes and changes did happen
whether positive or negative, this
is another story.

Bin Laden’s demise, the US
dollar weakened against the
Aussie dollar etc THESE are big
changes.

“Moving forward” is a much
tougher challenge than just
“making changes”, but it doesn’t
mean that change is positive, it
could be going either way. Don’t
get me wrong! Many good changes
have taken effect over the years.
The banning of smoking on planes
and in public places is a massive
change.

Another change is the Friday
evening service in our shule that
has increased in attendance due
the colourful and entertaining
service we provide. To mention
another great change, there
are many more people studying
Talmud and other Hebrew
books since the inception of the
Artscroll series.

Then there are those changes
that the world has seen in recent

Prayer for the Sick.

A special prayer is recited each Shabbat for
members and others within our community
who are unwell. Should a member require

the name of an ill person to be added to our

years that could be quite harmful
for many of us, especially children.
Parents may not be doing their
children a favour by exposing
them to all the latest equipment
available for communication e.g.
iPhones, iPads and the internet
unsupervised.

Now, | have no intention to
run for Prime Minister of Australia
or President of the USA, what
[ do want to achieve is making
changes that will move us forward;
and now is the time to start with
Rosh Hashanah approaching.

There is a verse in the book of
Deuteronomy [ Devarim] Chapter
11, Verse 10-12.

“for the land to which you
come, to possess it — it is not
like the land of Egypt that you
left, where you would plant your
seed and water it on foot like a
vegetable garden. But the land to
which you cross over to possess
it is a land of mountains and
valleys; from the rain of heaven
it will drink water. A land that

Hashem your G-D
seeks out; the eyes of
Hashem, your G-D, are
always upon it, from
the beginning of the
year to year’s end.”

A great Chassidic
Rav explained it
as follows: people
approach Rosh
Hashanah, the New
Year with a powerful
resolve that they will
improve themselves and
make great changes, this
is THE year [Hashanah],
I will be a better
spouse, a better parent,
a better teacher, a better
student, a better Rabbi
and, of course, a better
congregant, but as time
winds on, their resolve
weakens and they slide
back into their old habits, until by
the time the year is over, it is the
end of just another year.

We are now approaching
Rosh Hashanah, the New Year
let us this year make adjustments
to improve our ways and through
our changes may the Almighty
give us all “a happy and healthy
New Year.”

[ take this opportunity on
behalf of my family to wish you all
a happy and healthy New Year.

Rabbi Dovid Rubinfeld, Chief Minister

Email Address

Have you sent your email
address to the Shule office?

If not, please email our office on:

Jewish Festivals and Fasts

2 Year Pocket Calendar
For those W _\‘

readers
who wish / E—
to obtain L. -
additional
copies of
the Shule’s
Two Year
Pocket
Calendar

of Jewish
Festivals and
Fasts please
contact the
Shule and we will be only too
happy to forward these to you.

.
A PERFECT GIFT

Looking for a gift or
memento for an anniversary
or overseas friends?

Books, postcards and Judaica
are available from the Shule.
Please contact

Jackie on
9866 2255.

mhc@melbournesynagogue.org.au

We can then keep you up to date with
what’s happening with your Shule..:

Refuah listing please contact Ronny Kowadlo
at the Shule office on 9866 2255 no later than
4pm Thursday. Names will remain on the
Refuah listing until otherwise notified.

- With Com,

Snsan,
Trongotd

- With Compliments -

Michael Danby MP

Proudly representing the
electorate of Melbourne Ports.

117 Fitzroy St (PO Box 2086)
St Kilda West VIC 3182

Ph: 9534 8126 Fax: 9534 1575
michael.danby.MP@aph.gov.au

- With Compliments -

SPARROWS IN
THE TREETOD
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“Where Melbourne's top dogs and cats stay”
Barry and Denise McMahon,
72 Ashley Rd, Yarrambat 436 1307

FIVE STAR BOUTIQUE HOTEL &
BANQUETING FACILITIES

(Only 100m from Shule)
379 St Kilda Road. Melbourne
Tel: 9677 9900 Fax: 9677 9927
www.roycehotels.com.au




Rabbi Avrohom Jacks’
Rosh Hashanah Message

What's the difference between
a Steven Spielberg film and
video footage of my family’s
latest vacation?

I could invite friends over to
our home, and show them the
video recordings of my latest trip.

There we would be, in front of
some ancient icon, standing next
to a native, or riding on the back
of some semi-domesticated beast.

Guaranteed, that barely 10
minutes into the presentation
there will be people beginning to
invent different excuses as to why
they have to leave. I can promise
you, that these people will be very
hesitant to accept another invite
to our home again.

Steven Spielberg, on the other
hand, makes a movie and millions
of people all over the world are
willing to pay good money to see
his film. They can’t wait for the
sequel to be released and they’ll
pay again just to see the movie
about how the movie was made.

What'’s the difference between
his movie and mine? [ have
effectively alienated even my best
friends. He has managed to attract
a myriad of strangers.

My movie sadly had no
beginning, no middle, and most
painfully no end, just a bunch of
scenes signifying little to others.
When picking up my camera I
had no prior thought about what
would be in my film. There was no
careful preparation.

Steven Spielberg doesn’t
just pick up a camera and roll.

He invests time reviewing and
analyzing the script. He carefully
plans his movie, and then, and
only then, does the camera
capture the first scene.

The difference, therefore,
is all in the planning.

I read a story recently about a
young girl, who said to her mother,
just after an elderly visitor left

their home “If I could be like

TO THE
PLATINUM
SPONSOR of
DESTINY

A SPECIAL THANKS

that, so beautiful, so sweet,
so serene, I would not mind
growing old.”

The keen mother replied,
“Well, if you want to be that
kind of lady, you’d better begin
working at it now. She doesn’t
impress me as a piece of work
that was done in a hurry.”

Many people tell me that
they attend Shule on the
High Holy Days, but are left
feeling empty.

One year, a friend related
to me that he had an entirely
unsatisfactory and anti-climactic
experience, during the Shofar
blowing.

In their Synagogue little was
made of this significant event.

It came and went, and left the
individual feeling deflated.

How do we make sure that our
Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur
experience replicates a Spielberg
production?

The answer for the Synagogue
is the same as the answer for the

cinema — preparation.
We need to put in the effort
when it comes to our spirituality.
Rosh Hashanah comes after
the preparatory month of Elul.
Yom Kippur follows the 10 days
of repentance.
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An athlete needs years of
practice to be able to perform
at an Olympic level. A concert
pianist spends hours every
day before she can produce
beautiful music.

It would be ludicrous to think
that a person could achieve any
worthwhile accomplishment
without putting in the requisite
effort and thought.

The same is true with regard
to Spiritual endeavors. To be
truly moved during the long High
Holy Day services, one needs a
little preparation prior to Rosh
Hashanah. Attend a High Holy
Day class, or purchase a Machzor
with an English commentary, and
read a few excerpts from it.

There are many stories
of great Jewish leaders who
would spend hours preparing
for their daily prayers, and days
putting themselves into the
proper spiritual zone before the
High Holy Days.

Moses himself taught us that
30 days before every festival, we
have an obligation to learn the
laws of the festival, as a way to
refresh our practical knowledge,
as well as to get us into the right
frame-of-mind for the festival and
its unique requirements.

Imagine a picturesque natural
scene. Let’s say the scene is of the
ocean waves crashing against an
imposing cliff.

A tourist comes along
and captures the view with
a photograph, and frames it
beautifully. How much would the
photograph sell for?

With a nice frame, he may get
twenty-five dollars for the print.

Another tourist who is an
accomplished artist sees this
magnificent sight and skillfully
paints the scene. How much
would his original artwork sell for?

The artist could get several
thousand dollars!

Logically, the painting, despite
its beauty, only captured several
of the many details in the entire
scene. The photograph, on the
other hand, captured every detail
of the landmark.

Why is the painting worth
more than the photograph?

Again, it’s the effort that is put
into the final product that makes
all the difference!

Angels are picture-perfect.
But, their perfection does not
require effort. Humans are
imperfect. We may make the
occasional mistake, but the effort
we invest into our lives is what is
so very precious to G-d.

This year, as we resolve to grow
and mature spiritually, let us do so
with a commitment to investing
the required effort to accomplish
our spiritual objectives.

Let us realise that while growth
indeed takes effort, the reward is
truly worthwhile.

May I take this opportunity,
on behalf of myself, Racheli and
the kids, to wish you and yours a
blessed year, filled with prosperity,
good health, safety and security
and much joy.

Shana Tova,
Rabbi Avrohom Jacks

- With Compliments -

To CATcH A CHEF
Kosher Caterers

Complimentary Event
Management and
Corporate Events

763 Glenhuntly Road,
Caulfield South 3162

Tel: 9523 7486 -
Mob: 0402333354 ©

330 Carlisle St,
Balaclava,

VIC 3183

(03) 9527 2198 w
and outlets at: \/
e BENTLEIGH ¢ MALVERN

® ELSTERNWICK
* FLINDERS LANE, MELBOURNE




New Year Greetings

Message from Her Excellency
Ms Quentin Bryce, AC
Governor-General of the
Commonwealth of Australia

for the Melbourne Hebrew
Congregation’s Jewish New Year

| send warm greetings to the
Melbourne Hebrew Congregation
for this important event in the
Jewish calendar, Rosh Hashanah.

This is an occasion to reflect on
the bonds with family, friends, and
within the Jewish community, while
acknowledging the continuing
contribution you make to our wider
society.

Your organisation has a valued

and enriching presence within our
diverse multicultural nation — you
advocate proud traditions, your
identity, and a heritage sustained
over generations.

As your gather to celebrate this
New Year, | wish you great peace
and joy.

Her Excellency Ms Quentin Bryce, AC
Governor-General of the Commonwealth
of Australia

e 26y
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Message from
Prime Minister Julia Gillard MP

| am delighted to send my best
wishes to the Melbourne Hebrew
Congregation on the occasion of the
Jewish New Year, Rosh Hashanah.

As you celebrate this special
occasion, spending time in reflection
and looking to the year ahead, |
commend the Melbourne Hebrew

Congregation for enhancing
Melbourne’s spiritual life and
ensuring that our nation continues
to enjoy the benefits of cultural
diversity through your educational
activities.

| send my best wishes to all those
celebrating Rosh Hashanah in
Australia, and in particular, our good
friends gathered in Melbourne.

Shana tova and Chag Sameach.

The Honourable Julia Gillard MP
Prime Minister of Australia

93

The Hon Tony Abbott MHR
Leader of the Opposition,
Federal Member for Warringah

Jewish New Year

| am pleased to send New Year
greetings to the Melbourne Hebrew
Congregation.

New Year celebrations in any
community are a time to reflect
on the year that has passed while

contemplating the opportunities of
the future.

The Melbourne Hebrew
Congregation has a strong tradition
of providing moral guidance in the
community.

| applaud your ongoing commitment
to the best traditions of the Jewish
faith.

| hope that the New Year brings
with it much joy and happiness

////"”

and | wish all members of the
congregation a safe and fulfilling
Rosh Hashanah.

Yours sincerely
Tony Abbott, 29 July 201 |

s Ol

Michael Danby MP, Federal
Member for Melbourne Ports

Let me extend my greetings and
well wishes for a Shana Tova to

all members of the Melbourne
Hebrew Congregation. On the eve
of another new year | find myself
once again thanking Hashem to be a
member of Australian Jewry where,
thanks to the natural blessings

and the inherent acceptance of
Australia, we continue to thrive as a
community and contribute to Tikkun
Olam.

After a tumultuous year in the
Middle East, with revolutions and
uprisings aplenty, we should all

head into Rosh Hashanah and Yom
Kippur not only thinking and praying
for ourselves and atonement for
our own sins, but also sparing a

moment of consideration for those
around the world who are less
fortunate, and can only dream of the
munificence of Australia. To be able
to express our Jewish traditions in
such a grand synagogue as Toorak
Shule (Melbourne Synagogue) with
its magnificent lead-glass windows
and its grand dome, are privileges
we should not take for granted.
Over these holydays, | encourage
you all to visit your glorious
synagogue and appreciate the
opportunities we all enjoy.

Of course, as a community, we
should also pray that B’Ezrat
Hashem, 5772 will be the year in
which a lasting, meaningful solution
can be reached for peace in Israel.
Supporting a solution that leads to
what former Israeli Prime Minister,
Ehud Barak called “end of conflict”,

has been an imperative of my |3
years in Parliament. It is a view
shared increasingly by many of my
colleagues in the Government,
including the Prime Minister Julia
Gillard, who has been a staunch
advocate for Israel since her days
in student politics. Thankfully in
Australia, support for Israel and the
Australian Jewish Community is
bipartisan. It is our responsibility as
Australian Jews to be advocates for
Israel, just as we are for our own
country. Hopefully my constructive
campaign with many figures in
public life to repudiate the anti-
Israel, indeed, anti-Jewish boycott
of commerce, will assure the
Australian Jewish community

that mainstream Australia rejects
the violence and bigotry of the
boycotters.

Once again, | wish you all a
Shana Tova U’'metuka; a sweet
and happy New Year.

Michael Danby MP

Message from The Honourable
Alex Chernov, AO, QC,
Governor Of Victoria

As Governor of Victoria, | extend
my warmest wishes to the
Melbourne Hebrew Congregation
as you observe Rosh Hashanah
for 201 1. This is a time together
with family and friends to partake
in traditional prayer and symbolic,

festive meals and to reflect on the
accomplishments of the past year.
Likewise, it is a time of celebration
and preparation for the year that
lies ahead.

We are fortunate to live in a society
that is respectful of diverse cultures
and religions. | assure you that in
this important time of celebration,
your fellow Victorians wish you

peace, harmony and prosperity.
My best wishes to all members
of the Melbourne Hebrew

Congregation for a safe, happy
and successful 2011 /2012.

The Honourable Alex Chernov,AO, QC
Governor of Victoria

[Continued]




New Year Greetings

Message from Ted Baillieu
MLA the Premier of Victoria

It gives me great pleasure to
extend my best wishes to the
Melbourne Hebrew Congregation
and to Victoria’s Jewish community
on the occasion of Rosh Hashanah.

The New Year is a time of
introspection, awareness and
appreciation — a time when Jewish
families and friends come together
to contemplate the past year, and
renew their hopes for the year
ahead.

Victoria has a proud tradition

of sharing cultural and religious
celebrations. While Victorians
come from many faiths and
cultures, we also share many
universal beliefs and values — and
the common goal of a harmonious,
respectful and inclusive society.
We encourage all Victorians to
maintain, develop and share their
cultural heritage — and our Jewish
community is a leading example
of this.

| commend the Melbourne
Hebrew Congregation for the

great part it plays in fostering a
better understanding of our State’s
remarkable cultural, linguistic

and religious diversity, and for

the ongoing support it provides

to members of Victoria’s Jewish
community.

On behalf of the Victorian
Government, | wish Victoria’s
Jewish community a very happy
Rosh Hashanah, and a prosperous
year ahead.

~—
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Ted Baillieu MLA,
Premier of Victoria

Hon. Daniel Andrews MLA,
Leader of the Opposition,
Member for Mulgrave

It gives me great pleasure to send
my warmest greetings and best

wishes to the Melbourne Hebrew
Congregation for Rosh Hashanah.

Rosh Hashanah is a time to
join with family and friends and
reflect on the past. | hope that
all of Victoria takes this time
to recognise and remember

the contribution of the Jewish
community.

There is much for the members
of the Melbourne Hebrew
Congregation to remember 170
years after its formation. As the
first Victorian Jewish congregation,
there is a proud history of
contribution and dedication to
Victoria and its people.

On behalf of the Victorian Labor
Party, | wish the Melbourne

Hebrew Congregation a happy
new year and | hope that the year
ahead is filled with peace and
prosperity.

R

Hon. Daniel Andrews, Leader of the
Opposition, Member for Mulgrave

A message from
Clem Newton-Brown MP
State Member for Prahran

Dear Mr Lissauer & the
Melbourne Hebrew Congregation,
| am pleased to send my warmest
wishes and season’s greetings

to the Melbourne Hebrew
Congregation on the occasion of
Rosh Hashanah.

The New Year is a time to
celebrate renewal and plans for
the future as we reflect on our
achievements throughout the
previous year.

The Melbourne Hebrew
Congregation has been active

for many years in Victoria and
contributed to the strong and
vibrant Jewish community that
exists in Melbourne and especially
in my electorate of Prahran.
Organisations such as the
Melbourne Hebrew Congregation
help build the valuable
connections between people that
make our communities stronger.

| am proud to be a part of the new
Victorian Coalition Government
which supports and celebrates

the diversity of our of community
groups.

| wish you and your families all the
best during this festive season and
a very happy New Year with much
to look forward to. ShanaTova!

Clem Newton-Brown MP
State Member for Prahran

Vv

Greeting Message from
David Southwick MP
Member for Caulfield

It is my very great pleasure to
write a message of support and
goodwill for the Melbourne
Hebrew Congregation.

For 170 years the Melbourne
Hebrew Congregation has made
a great contribution offering
spiritual guidance and leadership
for its dynamic and vibrant

congregation.

In the lead up to Rosh Hashanah it
is important to reflect on the year
that has past and put thought in to
what we hope the New Year will
bring us.

This is an exciting opportunity to
set ourselves challenges and to
consider what we may achieve for
our community, our family and
ourselves. | wish the Congregation
and its members the very best as
they set out on this task.

Congratulations to the Melbourne
Hebrew Congregation on a
fantastic year just past and a
wonderful year ahead. | look
forward to working with the
Congregation as a Member of
Parliament to represent our
community and its interests.

David Southwick MP
Member for Caulfield

Message from The Lord Mayor
of Melbourne, Robert Doyle

It is with great pleasure that |
extend my very best wishes to the
Melbourne Hebrew Congregation
and the Jewish community for
Rosh Hashanah.

The New Year marks a time to
reflect on the past, embrace
current achievements and plan

for the future. It is an occasion
for family and friends to share
celebrations in the spirit of
renewal.

As custodians of a proud
heritage, the Melbourne Hebrew
Congregation plays a vital role

in nurturing the customs and
traditions in the Jewish calendar
that bring colour and life to our

great city. We are fortunate to
be the home of the Melbourne
Hebrew Congregation.

On behalf of the City of
Melbourne, | wish you a joyous,
peaceful and prosperous New Year.

Robert Doyle, Lord Mayor

RobecsPnn




Giving Back to the Jewish People -
Rabbi Michael Schudrich, Chief Rabbi of Poland

When | came to Poland for the
first time in an official capacity
I8 years ago, the question was,
“Why are you going there?
There are no Jews.”

Now people abroad ask,
“Is the community viable?”’

When I came to Poland for the
first time in an official capacity
18 years ago, the question was,
“Why are you going there?
There are no Jews.” Now people
abroad ask, “Is the community
viable?” This change reflects
the positive developments in
the community, but my answer
must be, “Who knows?” There is
nothing logical about how Jewish
communities function and survive.
As long as there is a community,
1, as a rabbi, feel an obligation and
honour to be there to help people
connect to their Jewish identity.

The Polish Jewish community
I work with every day is a growing
one, and the average age of
its members is declining. The
median age of the Warsaw Jewish
community in the last three years
has declined from over 65 to about
45, and new members are all under
the age of 40. The parents and
grandparents had given up being
Jewish, but some of their children
are among the number of Jews
discovering their Jewish origins
and wanting to “do something
Jewish.” Membership in the
Nozyk Synagogue in Warsaw is
now about 550, and a number of
new rabbis have arrived in Poland
from abroad in recent years.

I could tell thousands of stories
about men and women of all
ages and backgrounds who are
only now returning to Judaism.
This year more than a hundred
people sought me out to discuss
their Jewish roots, while many
others went to other rabbis. This
phenomenon is likely to continue.
We must always keep in mind that
from 1939 to 1989, when Poland
suffered under Nazi occupation
and the authoritarian rule of the
Communist Party, nothing gave
a Jew the impression that it was a
good idea — or even a safe one — to
say that he or she was Jewish.

Poland has known democracy
only since 1989. Some people,
even those who knew that they
were Jewish or had Jewish roots,
have needed a long period to

Chief Rabbi of Poland Michael Schudrich conducting services at the Nozyk Synagogue in Warsaw.
Photo by Edward Serotta.

conclude that perhaps the time
has come to “do something
Jewish.” Fear often dissipates
slowly.

A few months ago a man of
about 60 approached me and
said that his Jewish mother had
died. They had buried her next
to his non-Jewish father in a
nonsectarian cemetery. He told me
that he had never done anything
Jewish, but now felt the need
to say Kaddish. So, on a Friday
morning, | taught him this prayer
for the dead, then said, “Shabbat
begins this evening. Why don’t
you come to the synagogue?”

He mentioned that his wife

was also Jewish, and therefore
also their 21-year-old daughter.

[ invited all three of them.

They came and were moved.
Another story:A young woman,
now 24, discovered less than
four years ago that her mother’s
mother was Jewish. She became
observant, met a young Jewish
man from the United States, and
they fell in love. Her mother
wants the wedding to be in New
York so that the neighbours
won'’t see that they are having a
Jewish wedding. This is more proof
that fear doesn’t dissipate easily.
This does not so much concern
current anti-Semitism, but mainly
what might happen again. This is
based rationally on what people
have experienced during most of
their life.As a rabbi | have a major
responsibility: | don’t feel | should
say that one can be sure it won’t
happen again.

People often ask me how I, an
American rabbi from New York’s
Upper West Side, became the
Chief Rabbi of Poland?

In 1973 just after graduating
from high school, I was hoping

to make my first trip to Israel. A
friend was joining a program that
first went through Eastern Europe
and the Soviet Union and then

on to Israel, and [ jumped at the
chance to go along. In Poland, we
were told that only a few thousand
old Jews were left and that very
little remained of the Jewish past.
It didn’t make sense; the sums
didn’t add up. If, as is commonly
believed, about 10 percent of three
and a half million Polish Jews
survived the war and 90 percent
of the survivors emigrated, that
would still leave about 30,000 Jews
in Poland. Many of these people
would now have children and
grandchildren. Where were they?

I wanted to find out.

Before World War II,
American rabbis would
come to Warsaw to study
Torah with the greatest
Talmudic scholars of
their time.

This city was the heart of
Jewish tradition.

Now an American rabbi
has to come here to help
the Jews of Poland.

In 1976, accompanied by
my American-born father Z”L,
I returned to Poland so I could
check it out for myself. The
following year, I became the
assistant leader of the program
I had taken in 1973. In 1979,
after spending my third year
of rabbinical school in Israel, I
decided to study Polish at the
Jagiellonian University for the
summer. (I nicknamed it an
ulpanski.) That summer I met

several young Jewish dissidents,
such as Staszek and Monika
Krajewski, and Kostek Gebert, and
realised that there were indeed
some young Jews left, and they
were asking for my help to gain
Jewish knowledge.

The Jewish friends I made
in Poland and other Eastern
European countries had done
nothing to “deserve” to grow
up with no Jewish education
or experience, just as nothing
I had done had brought me the
tremendous blessing of a Jewish
day school education and a full,
rich Jewish life. That gift was
presented to me by decisions made
by my grandparents and parents.

I felt that the time had come for
me to give something back.

Yes, this is ironic, because
before World War II, American
rabbis would come to Warsaw
to study Torah with the greatest
Talmudic scholars of their time.
This city was the heart of Jewish
tradition. Now an American
rabbi has to come here to help the
Polish Jews. Another sign of the
Jewish community’s development
is that the number of rabbis in
Poland has increased greatly in
the last few years. There are now
ten rabbis: six are traditional, two
are Reform and two are Chabad
emissaries. Two of the traditional
rabbis are Polish-born.

Rabbi Mati Pawlak discovered
that he was Jewish at age 16.

He later studied at Yeshiva
University and came back to
Warsaw as the director of the
Lauder Morasha Day School,
which has over 200 pupils

from pre-kindergarten to ninth
grade. He has a challenging job,
because it is problematic to teach
Jewishness at a school where only
half the children have Jewish
roots. Rabbi Pinchas Zarcynski was
born in Warsaw in 1981 and went
to Israel with his parents in 1985.
He has now returned to Warsaw
as a rabbi. The traditional rabbis
include new ones in Krakow and
Wroclaw, of the Reform rabbis,
one is in Warsaw, and the other
in Krakow. There also is a new
Zionist kollel (full time Talmudic
study for married men) in Warsaw
where young Jewish men study our
tradition.

In such a small community
we should make great efforts

[Continued]



2008: Rabbi Schudrich standing with other religious leaders as he speaks at the annual March of
Prayer, organised by the Polish Council of Christian-Jewish Relations, and held at the Umschlagplatz
Memorial in Warsaw.

to avoid division among Jews

as much as possible. On Israel’s
Yom HaZikaron (Memorial

Day), I invited both the rabbi

of Beit Warszawa and the local
Chabad rabbi to participate in the
ceremony. When Israel’s President
Shimon Peres visited Poland in
2008, all of us sat together near
the Holy Ark. Part of what keeps
the Jews in Poland united is that
we don’t want Hitler to have won
the war.

I have always believed
that our work in Poland
is to revive the Jewish
identity of individuals.
I want to give
people the chance
to decide to be Jewish.

I am aiming for the day when
Poland’s Chief Rabbi will be Polish
but, as of now, it doesn’t seem
likely that this will happen in the
immediate future. Developing
local leadership remains a slow
process, as local people often don’t
want to take leadership positions.
More people are coming to
synagogue and attending activities,
but that’s where it ends.

As for the economic and
social status of the Jews, there are
no philanthropic Polish Jewish
billionaires such as the Jewish
oligarchs in Russia or Ukraine.

If that were the case it would

have made the financing of Jewish

activities in Poland much easier.
At present we remain significantly
dependent on Jewish foreign

aid. The American Jewish Joint
Distribution Committee is active
in Poland, mainly in welfare but
also in community leadership
training, as are the Jewish Agency,
World Zionist Organisation, and
Shavei Israel, an organisation
that reaches out worldwide to
people with Jewish roots. Among
the private foundations active
here are the Taube Foundation
for Jewish Life and Culture, the
Ronald S. Lauder Foundation and
Rothschild Foundation Europe.

My main obligation is toward
the living Jewish community: to
help them with their identity and
assist them in expressing their
Judaism. Yet there is a profound
Jewish past in Poland, whose
memory must be preserved and
material sites protected.

This heritage raises many
complex issues that call for
resolution. For example, how
many synagogues and cheders
can we possibly afford to restore?
Which ones will we rescue, and
why those over others? When
teaching young and old, the
question remains: how much does
one focus on what will be and how
much on what was? There has to
be a balance; neglecting the future
for the past is not reasonable.

What, for instance, is the
Jewish community’s attitude

toward the 1,300 unattended
Jewish cemeteries?

We cannot save all of them
because we cannot raise such
massive funding. My first priority
is that we will not permit
their further desecration. It is
unacceptable, for example, for
somebody to build a road over
a Jewish cemetery. In that case
we will take action. In Ostréw
Mazowiecki, for example, one-
third of the Monday flea market
is located on the old Jewish
cemetery. The mayor told me that
if I said this was wrong according
to Jewish laws, he would move the
market.

Another example: In Sierpc, in
order to develop the land behind
the cemetery, the town planner
wanted to curve the road, and thus
it would go over the cemetery.

I suggested an alternate route

for the road. The mayor agreed.
Why hadn’t he come up with this
idea earlier? He might not have
wanted to oppose his city planner,
who might have thought it better
to have the road curve rather than
make a right angle. Or, perhaps
decisions were influenced by the
fact that in Poland, Christian
cemeteries are closed after
decades of disuse and one can
build over them.

As Poland develops, unused
land becomes more valuable.

If no one has paid attention to

June 26, 2007:At the Groundbreaking of the Museum of the History of Polish Jews. Left to right:Tad

2007: Rabbi Schudrich reading Rethinking Poles
and Jews:Troubled Past, Brighter Future at a
book party at KlezmerHois, Krakow. Photo by
Wojtek Radwanski.

a Jewish cemetery for fifty years,
there is an inclination to build
over it. This now becomes a
matter of public education for us.
Over the last five years, I have
found increased sensitivity to our
tradition among the authorities.
We often do not know why a
mayor or town council is ready
to be helpful. I only encountered
one substantial exception, in
Lezansk, where the great Hasidic
master, Rabbi Elimelech is buried.
Thousands of Hasidim and other
Jews visit Lezansk every year, but
despite that or perhaps because
of it, the town has too often been
insensitive to Jewish needs.

In recent years we have

learned that there are hundreds of
[Continued]

Taube, Archbishop Kazimierz Nycz, Rabbi Michael Schudrich. Photo by Wojtek Radwanski.
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rest of their lives
in dignity and
some comfort.
Now that there
are hardly any
Jews left, some
Poles miss them.
Furthermore, it
was taboo under
the Communists
to talk about
Jews, and as soon
as something
that has been
forbidden is
again permitted,
it becomes
interesting in the
public domain.
4| There are also

1994: Rabbi Schudrich at left and Stanislaw
Krajewski at right speaking at the Lauder
Morasha Day School in Warsaw. Photo by
Monika Krajewska.

unmarked Jewish mass graves all
over Poland.

They have various origins.

The Germans, as they entered a
town, would often take several
tens of Jews out to the forest,
shoot them, and bury them there.
Also, during the deportations to
the death camps in 1942-1943,
often several hundreds of Jews the
Germans didn’t feel like bothering
to send to the camps were just shot
somewhere between the town and
the cemetery. Furthermore, during
the death marches from Auschwitz
and other camps to the west, when
the Russian army advanced, many
Jews died and were buried on the
sides of the roads.

There is a Baptist fellow, a very
unusual denomination in Poland,
who now travels by bicycle
through villages in eastern Poland

asking old people if they know
where Jews are buried. Since he
is a Pole, elderly witnesses speak
to him more easily and often
are relieved to talk. They may
have seen some of the killings
at a young age, not having been
careful enough to run away.
Those who now come forward
are often traumatised by these
memories, which they have kept
to themselves for sixty-five years.

We already have information
on tens of sites of mass graves. We
might, in the future, make a large
effort to gather additional data.

A very different issue is that of
assisting Righteous Gentiles.

We cannot do enough to help
these precious people. There
is a Jewish Foundation for the
Righteous that assists some of
them, and there are also some
other organisations. The last few
hundred remaining in Poland
should be enabled to live out the

those who work
towards a new Poland and are
proud to be part of the European
Union. As a result of all this,
small groups of people want to
“do something Jewish” —
a synagogue, celebrate a Jewish
festival, teach about Jewish history
etc. A few dozen young non-
Jewish Poles, for example, work to
preserve Jewish cemeteries around
the country, even though they
often face local opposition.

How do we nurture such a
phenomenon? Adept at identifying
and fighting anti-Semitism, we are
far weaker at identifying potential
allies and friends. And yet, when
we give them moral support, it
gives them the sense that they are
doing worthwhile work, and they
want to do more.

save

In recent years the number
of Poles who advocate for the
preservation of Jewish memory has
grown significantly.

We have to realise that close to
six million Poles, three million of
whom were Jewish, were murdered
by the Germans during the Second
World War. When in dialogue
with Poles and wanting them to
feel our pain, we must feel their
pain as well.

As far as Jews are concerned, |
have always believed that our work
in Poland is to revive the Jewish
identity of individuals. I want to
give people the chance to decide
to be Jewish.

Until a few years ago the
problems in Poland were
predominantly post-Holocaust,
post-Communist matters. As far
as we can look ahead, the Jewish
community will continue to live
in the shadow of the Shoah. Yet
most problems are becoming more
‘normal’ and familiar — in the
context, say, of Israeli or American
Jewry. A young woman says to
me, “‘Rabbi, I am 23 years
old. I know all the boys in the
community and don’t like any
of them. How am I going to get
married?”

Or parents will say,

“Our son is 15. He has decided
to become Orthodox, but he has
no Orthodox friends.

What is he supposed to do?”
These are the typical problems of a
quite normal, small community.

Rabbi Michael Schudrich

While in Australia recently, Rabbi
Shudrich attended shabbat services and
a luncheon as a guest of the Melbourne
Hebrew Congregation earlier this

year and kindly submitted this article,
which originally appeared in “The Fall
of the Wall and the Rebirth of Jewish
Life in Poland: -
1989-2009". S
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I'hope to see you at the

Melbourne Hebrew Congregation
services these High Holy Days...

you'll find a warm welcome : )

Cnr Toora

d8-Arnold St, South'Yarra
Ph: 9866 2255 e-mail: mhc@melbournesynagogue.org.au
www.melbolrnesynagogue.org.au.. _




MHC’s Cancer Council

Biggest Morning Tea Fundraiser
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Thursday the 26th May last
dawned bright and sunny as
some 50 ladies crowded into
the lovely Victorian terrace
home of our Rabbi Sheini,
Rabbi Avrohom Jacks and his
delightful Rebbitzen.

The occasion was another
in the “Biggest Morning Tea”
programs which our shule and
many other organisations are
holding during the year to raise
money for cancer research.

The guest speaker was Lillian
Frank, Melbourne’s society
hairdresser and fundraiser
extraordinaire.

Our own Freda Kaufman
introduced Lillian with a
most interesting “sketch” of
Lillian’s Life.

Originally from Burma
(now Myanmar), Lillian
settled in Melbourne after her
family fled from the Japanese
invasion, leaving behind all their
possessions.

They spent the rest of the war
in a refugee camp in Calcutta and
when the war ended, she and her
family moved to London.

During the 1950’s Lillian
came to Melbourne to visit her
sister Rima and stayed. In 1956
she married restaurateur Richard

Frank and they ultimately had two
daughters.

In the 1960, Lillian set up her
own hairdressing salon. It really
“took off” — “everybody who was
anybody” went to Lillian’s Collins
Street salon and she became a top
society hairdresser in the city and
later in Toorak.

While building up her salon
Lillian began what one could call a
lifetime passion for fundraising for
worthy causes.

For her outstanding efforts she
received an MBE (Member of the
Order of the British Empire) in
1977, particularly for her work
with the Royal Children’s Hospital
and Odyssey House and in 1991
was awarded an AM (Member of
the Order of Australia) for services
to the community.

Lillian has been for many years,
and still is, a society columnist.
She writes with gentle humour,
never with malice or disparagingly
and is always fun to read. In all
honesty, many of us were in the
habit of opening up the then
“Saturday Herald” at Lillian’s
column first then back to the front
page for the news!

Lillian did top model Jean
Shrimpton’s hair the year she
shocked the “Melbourne Cup”,

wearing a very short mini
skirt and no stockings, hat
or gloves — definitely not the
Flemington Look!

Lillian herself was a “head
turner” every year at Flemington
with stunning outfits and is
sought after as a fashion judge
for Fashions on the Field. Lillian
comes to our shule (wearing her
more understated outfits) and has
a strong sense of Jewish identity.

The title of Lillian’s talk was
“Life at its Fullest” which certainly
encapsulates the way Lillian has
always lived: brimming with
vitality and ideas; coordinating
everyone around her; a devoted
wife and mother.

Lillian spoke movingly about
her mother, who was a true
matriarch of the family and was
always a pillar of strength and
courage during the difficult war
years.

Lillian said that in the
beginning she commenced her
fundraising in response to a need.

“Being a person of action”
she said, “I responded in deed to
the need !”

The audience was certainly
entertained and fascinated by
Lillian’s address — listening to her
thought provoking reminiscences

— we could see how she has,
over the years, become a much
loved and veritable icon of the
Melbourne scene!

Freda Kaufman J—
& Diane Jacobson. ﬂh'_‘ _—
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MHC Education Committee
Lecture Series

Medical Ethics Class

When the capacity crowd
packed into the Herscu
Shule to hear the latest in
a series of lectures given
by Rabbi Avrohom Jacks,
many were surprised to
learn that Judaism’s oldest
books hold the answers to
modern medical dilemmas.

During a fascinating and
though-provoking address
Rabbi Jacks shared real-life
situations that took place in
modern medical emergency
rooms all around the world.

Rabbi Jacks compared
secular ethics with Jewish
principles. Judaism’s
insistence that life is infinitely
precious impacts a host of
moral quandaries.

The value placed on life in Jewish
thought supersedes virtually all other
obligations and mandates virtually
unlimited effort be expended to
sustain life. Judaism does not consider
medical costs, autonomy, or even
quality of life when determining
what medical outlays and efforts are
considered reasonable.

Topics covered in the

discussion included:

e How to determine the
moment of death

e Withdrawing life support and
doctor assisted suicide

e Live organ donation
®  Abortion

¢ Cloning

The consensus at the end of the
oration was that more such sessions
were required to fully explore this
interesting topic.

A large assembly remained to
debate some of the issues that
were raised. Many people spoke
amongst themselves and with
Rabbi Jacks deep until long after
the class was officially over.

The adult education
committee, who were the impetus
behind organising and promoting

of this event, have a roster of
fascinating talks of contemporary
interest planned for the next
12 months.

Please make sure that you
are on the Shule’s e-mail list, so
that you don’t miss any of the
intriguing future _
meetings. —

Kabbalah 101

Rabbi Jacks’ lectures on

“An Introduction to
Kabbalah” have been very
well received and have raised
some controversial issues for
discussion.

The first talk, “Kabbalah
1017, at the home of Amy and

Mark Wasbutzki was inspiring and

whet the appetite of attendees to

delve further. A lot of interesting
concepts were discussed.

Michele and Graham
Lasky hosted the next talk :
“Proving the Existence of G-d,
Scientifically”.

Rabbi’s interesting powerpoint
presentation helped reinforce his
comments. A lively discussion
arose and many challenging
notions were examined.

“Why Do Bad Things Happen
to Good People” was the topic at
Alida and Shane Lipton’s home.
An interesting discussion arose as
this was a topic that many of us
have trouble grappling with.

On behalf of all attendees,
we would like to thank Rabbi

Jacks for introducing us to some

basic Kabbalistic concepts, making
it interesting and fun for us to
learn and extending our religious

knowledge.
Kol Ha Kavod.
Michele Lasky
e
- -—




Visit to MHC by David Harris,
Executive Director of USA based AJC

American
Jewish
Committee

Global Jewish
Advocacy

Despite builders scaffolding
adorning a dust covered foyer,
the bright sunshine of an
idyllic Melbourne’s winter day
heralded the visit to our shule
on Sunday 3 Ist July, of David
Harris, Executive Director of
the USA based AJC (American
Jewish Committee), together
with a delegation of nine of his
colleagues.

The visit was arranged by
Helen Brustman OAM of AIJAC,
and David Harris and the group
were welcomed to the shule by
our rabbonim, Ronny Kowadlo,
Miriam Rubinfeld, Eric M Cohen
OAM and David Sherr.

The visitors were given a brief
history of the Congregation and
the fact that it was the forerunner
of formalised Jewry in Victoria.
Each member was presented with
a pack of postcards featuring
interesting aspects of our iconic
shule building and in the absence
of our Chairman David Lissauer
who was overseas, David Sherr
presented a specially inscribed
book on the Architecture and
Leadlight Windows of the
Melbourne Synagogue, to David
Harris. Rabbi Jacks provided an
outline of the youth directed
activities he and Ronny Kowadlo

have planned and his strategy
going forward, and their lightening
visit concluded with a captivating
rendition of Adon Olam sung
in perfect harmony by Rabbi
Rubinfeld and Ronny Kowadlo
and to the melody of Torna a
Surriento.
For those unfamiliar with
David Harris and his invaluable
contribution to world Jewry,a
brief resume follows, that readers
may find of
interest:
He is considered
by many to be
one of the Jewish
people’s leading
advocates and
most eloquent
spokesmen. The Executive
Director of AJC since 1990, he
travels the globe meeting with
world leaders to advance the
well-being of Israel, combat
anti-Semitism, monitor the
condition of Jewish communities,
and promote intergroup and
interreligious understanding.
Among the highlights of his
work, he was centrally involved
in the emigration of over one
million Jews from the Soviet
Union and was described by the
Washington Post as “one of the
leading spokesmen” for the Soviet

Jewry movement. In the course of
this work, he was twice detained
by Soviet authorities and once
expelled from the country.

In this same vein, Mr. Harris
also played a behind-the-scenes
role in the rescue of the Ethiopian
Jewish community in the early
1980s, before the historic
Operation Moses of 1984-85.

Often described as one of the
foremost American advocates for
Israel’s political and diplomatic
standing, Mr. Harris meets
frequently with world leaders to
discuss issues affecting the Middle
East. In this regard, for example,
his efforts were credited by the
Japanese government for bringing
about change in Tokyo's position
on its long-standing adherence
to the Arab boycott against Israel
and toward a more balanced
approach to the larger Arab-Israeli
conflict.

As one of his many
achievements at AJC, he was
a key figure in the successful
sixteen-year struggle to repeal
the infamous “Zionism is racism”
resolution adopted by the UN
General Assembly in 1975, only
the second time in UN history a
resolution was actually repealed.
And he spearheaded AJC’s
successful campaign to correct
Israel’s anomalous status at the
UN, where it had been the only
nation ineligible to sit on the
Security Council, and to include
it in one of the UN’s five regional
groups that determine the all-
important committee assignments.

As a leading Jewish leader
and advocate, he has been
invited to speak at some of the
world’s most prestigious forums.
For example, he was the first
head of an American Jewish

organisation to address the World
Economic Forum in Davos, at

a session chaired by Tony Blair.
Furthermore, he has testified
before the United States Congress
on several occasions on matters
related to the Middle East, NATO
enlargement, Russian and Soviet
affairs, and anti-Semitism, as well
as before the United Nations
Commission on Human Rights
and the French Parliament.

Mr. Harris graduated with
honours from the University
of Pennsylvania. Later, he
pursued his graduate studies in
international relations at the
London School of Economics
and then spent a year as a Junior
Associate at Oxford University
(St. Antony’s College). In 2000-
02, he was a Visiting Scholar at
the Johns Hopkins University
School of Advanced International
Studies. In 2003, he was awarded
an honorary doctorate by Hebrew
Union College. Most recently,
in 2009, he was elected a Senior
Associate at Oxford University
(St. Antony’s College). He is a
member of the Council on Foreign
Relations.

Mr. Harris is the author of
seven books — The Jewish World,
Entering a New Culture, and five
volumes of In the Trenches — and
co-author of an eighth, The Jokes
of Oppression. Additionally, he
has written hundreds of articles,
op-eds, letters, and reviews in
leading newspapers and magazines.

During his short time in
Australia, David Harris met with
leaders of the Jewish community
in Melbourne and Sydney and
members of the Government and
of the Federal Opposition.

David H Sherr



